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It is a great pleasure and a privilege for me and my wife Line to share this 

Bastille Day with you for the fifth time in Jamaica. As you know today marks the 

celebration of the anniversary of the storming of the Bastille in July 1789. A 

moment of great change in the history of the French Nation: this event is 

considered as the catalyst of the French Revolution which led to the 

establishment of the First Republic, the abolition of all privileges attached to 

the old regime, the Declaration of Human Rights, the abolition of slavery, to 

name a few. 

Today is a moment of great transformation in French society under the 

leadership of French President Emmanuel Macron, who was elected last year, 

and his Government. A vital transformation in order to face the changes that 

are taking place in the world, for better or for worst. A reinvigorated France in 

a stronger Europe to overcome the various challenges that stand before us.   

This week end being a truly French week-end with also the world cup final 

tomorrow. Allez les Bleus. We will be supporting the French team at Skydweller 

lounge on Ardenne Road, for any of you who would like to join us.  

It is customary to take this opportunity to draw your attention to our 

accomplishments in Jamaica. I must confess that listening of these speeches 

during the numerous national celebrations felt as if we were in a beauty 

contest. This year please allow me to quickly go through this perilous exercise 

that almost feels like figure skating on ice. I will only draw your attention on 

our more recent accomplishments of ours, without reiterating what was done 

during the previous years of my 4 years tenure.  

Since July 2017, we have seen the launch of the construction of the largest 

solar plant in the Caribbean located in Westmoreland by NEOEN associated 

with REKAMNIAR, the renovation of the electronic system of Norman Manley 

airport by THALES, the study of a SWAC at the same airport, an innovative 

solution to create AC from the gradient of temperature from the deep sea 

developed by De Profundis,  the advancement of a MOU on the building of a 

new water treatment plant in Rio Cobre by VINCI,  a feasibility study for the 

rural irrigation in Pedro Plains by the Compagnie du Rhône Méditerranée . 

Notably these two last feasibility studies are financed by grants from the 



French National Treasury of more than 1 million euros. In spite of a real 

disappointment in 2017 on the PJ Paterson Highway , which I felt was 

unwarranted, Bouygues is dedicated to pursuing its longstanding collaboration 

in Jamaica. Just last week was held the ground breaking ceremony for the 

construction of TOTAL gas station on this highway at Old Harbour. For the 

months to come, French companies will continue to be active by proposing 

interesting offers for the divestment of the Norman Manley Airport, supplying 

of maritime radars to control your Exclusive Economic Zone, and putting in 

place Jamaica’s National Identification System. 

2017 also saw an upturn of trade between our two countries. Bilateral trade 

progressed dramatically by more than 120%, reaching a total of 80 million 

euros. It should be noted that imports from Jamaica in France also increased 

significantly by 140%.    

We had the privilege of welcoming an official visit of the French Caribbean 

friendship group of the French Senate, of inviting the MHPM to the One Planet 

Summit held in Paris last December, of working on the Open Government 

Partnership that you joined last year, pivotal for the reform of the public sector 

and the fight against corruption. We have already started the preparation for 

the next edition of Touch of France and the upcoming visit of French CEOs from 

the MEDEF (the French equivalent of PSOJ) in November 2018, with an intense 

partnership with JAMPRO and in collaboration with PSOJ and JMEA. 

As you know, but I like to stress it further, our effort of cooperation is part of 

the EU programs, the EU being the largest granter partner of Jamaica. Together 

with Germany we provide 35 % of the European Development Fund allocated 

to Jamaica. More importantly, the negotiations on the Post Cotonou 

agreement are well underway. I would like to applaud the active and 

constructive role of Jamaica in this regard, through Mrs Minister KJS, her co-

presidency of the EU-ACP ministerial meeting in Lomé was impressive. This is 

the first time she is unable to attend Bastille Day due to her participation in the 

EU / CELAC Ministerial meeting in Brussels next Monday.  

We have continuously worked for the improvement of regional integration 

with our territories in the region, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Guyane, Saint 

Martin and Saint Barthélemy.  In this regard, I’m pleased and relieved to 



announce that we are putting in place over the summer a new system of visas 

to access our overseas territories: the filing and processing of visa applications 

will be done in Kingston. So applicants won’t have to travel to Panama 

anymore.  

The same system will apply for the visas delivered to the Jamaican students 

going to France and to our neighbouring  territories. Last January we celebrated 

at Sciences Po Bordeaux, the 10th  anniversary of the exchange program of 

graduate students between the UWI, the University of Martinique and Sciences 

Po Bordeaux. I’m also proud to be present this year for the celebration of the 

70th anniversary of UWI. Just like last year, about 50 students will be sent to 

France to work as English teaching assistants. This program is close to the heart 

of Minister Johnson Smith, an alumnus of this program.  French classes have 

been put in place at the CMU, and I hope to see new synergy with CMA/CGM 

and KFTL.  Exchanges with UTEC have been developed, in particular with the 

faculty of architecture.  

One last announcement, which is very dear to my heart: we have supported 

and obtained the recruitment of a director at the AFJ ( Alliance Française de la 

Jamaïque). She arrived 3 months ago and has already organized a wonderful 

world music day at Devon House on June 21st. She is an alumnus of the 

exchange program with Sciences Po Bordeaux and she spent one year of study 

at UWI. I’m sure you will give Marie Noëlle Brunot a warm welcome. The 

French Alliance is back on track. 

I will also keep great memories of my responsibility as Permanent 

Representative to the Seabed Authority and I take this opportunity to pay 

tribute to the Secretary General, the secretariat in particular my fellow 

compatriots, and the members of the French delegation present tonight. 

Please allow me to conclude with some personal notes. I would first of all like 

to pay respects to Mrs Suzanne Couch, our dear Suzie, a friend of ours, who 

passed away a few days ago. We had hoped she could have joined us tonight, 

as she did last year.    

As some of you already know, we will be leaving the great island of Jamaica at 

the end of the month.  Jamaica never leaves you unmoved  : either you love it 

or you hate it.  No place for tepid water.  This could happen in the same day. 



The beauty of its landscape from river falls and mountains to beaches is 

outstanding. Especially after the clean-up day organized by the JET. I was so 

pleased when I heard the decision was taken to protect Goat Island and the 

Cockpit Country, as well as to inscribe the John Crow and Blue Mountains on 

the UNESCO’s heritage list. Jamaica should take advantage of these 

achievements to encourage ecotourism linked to the local communities.  

Jamaica land of beauty: 

From riverside to mountain 

From cane field to the sea, 

Our hearts salute Jamaica, 

Triumphant, proud and free. 

But the fondest memory Line and I will keep from our years on this island is 

how great Jamaican hospitality is. The warmth of its fabulous people.  From 

grass-roots to King’s house, on official duty or anonymously , we have always 

felt this sense of hospitality. I do think that Jamaica has another unsuspected  

record beside Reggae and Track and Field. An unknown record of being the 

country with most smiles per capita in the world.  

Playing dominos among friends, sharing a game of Kalouki, chatting in front of 

a warm fire place in the mountains, tasting fried fish on the beach with a cold 

Red Stripe.  

All that despite the difficulties they may face in life, the resilience of your 

people is amazing, cool man, respect nuh. And of course: on my way, soon 

come . 

We will also keep tender memories of what we shared with charities and social 

organizations, Mustard Seed , Food for the Poor, Eve for Life, the association 

for the deaf, the primary school in Avocate near Tranquility, J Flag, among 

others.  We will remember so many faces, so many thanks, but still, so many 

needs to be met.  

As a French person I cannot resist speaking about food . We love ackee and salt 

fish, jerk pork and oxtail, sweet potatoes and roasted yam, garlic lobster. I 

personally like manish water. Line and I have organized various gastronomic 

events to promote exchanges between our Chefs from Martinique and Jamaica. 



Line has also organized several exhibitions of wonderful artists at our 

residence, each artist having agreed to contribute to a charity.  We have always 

considered that our Embassy should be open to all, and that we should interact 

with our environment .    

Nuff thanks  

Lickle more, walk good 

One love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


